
Re: Proposedamendmentsto dissolvedoxygenstandard(R04-25) ~V E .D~Lr..~-iK3OFFlCE

Dorothy Gunn,Clerk
Illinois Pollution Control Board —m JU~i~~ 21j1jE
JamesR. ThompsonCenter .~-‘ C. STIA~ ~

100W RandolphSt ~‘ :LLh JC,IS
Suite 11-500 ollunon Control Eoarcj
Chicago,IL 60601

DearMs. Gunn,

In April 2004,the Illinois Associationof WastewaterAgencies(IAWA) submitteda proposalto the
Illinois Pollution Control Boardproposingto lower the dissolvedoxygencriteria from 5.0 mg/I to 3.5 mg/I
during themonthsof July throughFebruary. 1 am writing you to askthat you rejectLA WA’s request.The
proposedreductionin dissolvedoxygencriteriawill not improve theconditionof Illinois streamssuchas
the Fox River, ratherit will havethe oppositeeffectby furtherdegradingwaterquality andharming
aquaticlife. The currentIllinois standardfor dissolvedoxygenfollows U.S. EnvironmentalProtection
Agency guidelinesandpastscientific studiesdo not supporta lowerstandard.Therefore,the Illinois
Pollution Control Boardshouldreject the proposalto lower dissolvedoxygen standards.

In 2002,the FoxRiver wascategorizedas impairedby theIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency. One
of thereasonsfor the river’s impairmentis low dissolvedoxygen. The effectsof low dissolvedoxygenin
riverssuchas Foxare well documented.At extremelylow oxygenlevels,fish kills result. Low dissolved
oxygenlevels in the Fox River will also negativelyimpactfish speciesthat spawnin latesummer,and
sportfishsuchassmalimouthbassaresensitiveto low dissolvedoxygen levels. Freshwatermusselsand
otheraquaticmacroinvertebratesare also negativelyaffectedby low dissolvedoxygen. The aquaticfauna
in the FoxRiver is alreadythreatenedby deterioratingwater qualitywith severalspeciesbecoming
extirpatedfrom the watershedin recentdecades.Lower dissolvedoxygenwill only exacerbatethe
problemsthe Fox River faces.

RobertSchanzelmadethe following commentson behalfof theIllinois Chapterof the AmericanFisheries
Society regardingthe proposal:“The Illinois Chapterof the AmericanFisheriesSocietydoesnotsupport
relaxingIllinois’ existingdissolvedoxygenstandardsbecauseinsufficient evidenceis availablethat such
actionwill not haveseriousand irrevocableconsequencesfor the state’saquaticbiota - that is, the science
doesnot supportthe proposedchanges.” Schanzelalsostates“To lowerquality standardsnow, would not
servethe bestinterestseitherof Illinois’ citizensor its aquaticresources.”

The conditionof the Fox River is impactedby multiple stressors.As thesestressorsbecomeintensifiedthe
ecosystemdeteriorates.Thedegradationof the Fox River hasandwill continueto affectthewell being of
its residents. In February2004,over150,000residentsin Aurora wererecommendedto boil their water.
A reportpreparedby WestonSolutionsindicatedthat themajority of the blamefor the boil ordercould be
placed on thedeteriorationof water qualityin the Fox River. The proposedrule changeby IAWA will not
improve theconditionof the Fox River, but it hasthepotential to accelerateits declining condition. Thus,
it shouldbe rejectedby theIllinois Pollution Control Board.

Thankyou verymuch for your timeandconsideration.

Sincerely
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